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May 6,2009

Mr. Paul A, DeCotis

" Deputy Secretary for. Energy
Chairman, Energy Planning Board
Executive Chamber, 2nd Fl,
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Dsar Mr, DeCotis!

The Rockland Business Association (RBA) represents the cancerns of over 1,000 membership

* companies —ranging from major corporations to small business owners. As you work with your
team to compile New York State's new energy plan, 1 would ask for you ta consider our
recommendations for this impartant initiative. : :

First and foremost. the state enerav plan_should support the reauthorlzation_of the Article X-
powaer plant siting law. ] '

Rockland is no stranger to watching energy providers close up shop along the Hudson River.

Plant closures, such as the Lovett plant in Stony Point have significantly Impacted the budgets

of local Rockland communities and schoal dlistricts.  We cannot allow more communities to

suffer the same fate and our state needs to ensure that it malntains a supply of affordable,

reliable hbaseload power well Into the future. This is why we believe that the state energy plan

should clearly support the reauthorization of the Article X power plant siting law. ' : '
rd

Secondly, the state enerqy plan should_also_specifically support the use_of nuclear eneragy_and
the continuad operations of the Indian Polnt Enerqy Center.

Indian Point's pawer flows through our lines, and to our businessses and homes. Indian Point's
employess own homes in Rockland County, and when those same employees pay their school
taxes, their money flews te Rockland classrooms and goss toward paying our teachers®
galaries. When Indian Point buys goods and services, Rockland companies fulfill those needs.
And when Rockland County's emergency services provide ‘assistance to local residents, it's
because investment dallars from Indian Point were given to the county that went beyond just
planning and training for the slim possibllity of a radlological emergency.

Now, in the face of mounting budget cuts and the threat of econamic collapss, we need Indian

. Point's green, low-cost slactric power more than ever. The lower Hudson Valley recelves
between 18 — 38% of iis electricity from Indian Point; a truly large amount of power. This ls not
an amount that we cannot easily afford to lose or easily replace. '

Thirdly, the state enaray plan must include a commitment to lowering utility costs for businesses .
and homeownars, .
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We all know that excessive taxation and escalating - fees have fosterqd g negative impact
throughout our state. In border counties like Rockland, these policies are even furthﬁr
pronounced. And now, there are proposals making thelr way through Albany that would actuaily
sliminate competition in the state's eleciricity markets, We _njuat continue the competltlvg
market model utilized by the State, lower property taxes far u?llmes and power producers, en

the grose receipts tax on utilities and also end the state's practics of consistently raielng fees on

utility bills. These actions will help small businessss and our region's middle-ctass the most.

Finally, the state energy plan ghould_encourage greater energy off clenc'aq, new 1[an§m[9510n
infrastructure inveatment and the davajopmant of a new generation of green jobs,

The RBA fully supports both the county's and -state's enargy efficlency eofforts, as well as

investing in the development of new sources of gresn power. We aiso know that to sustain our

region's future, we must focus our anergles and resources towarqs training tomorrow's

workforce today. And while many of us have expressed cancerns regarding the federal atlm;JIus

package, we can all agree that those dollars should be used for what they were intended for -

rebuilding our transportation and energy infrastructurs, developing alternative energdy resources

and putting New Yorkers back to wark, rather than plugging budget .gape and encouraging New
social servicas spending.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to continuing to werk with you in the weeks
and months to come, - : '

President/CEQ
Rockland Business Associatiqn



